

ADOPTED 7/28/15


Introduced by Council Member Jones & Co-sponsored by Council 

Member Carter, Becton:
RESOLUTION 2015-468-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING AMBER AMERSON FOR RECEIVING THE 2015 ARTS SCHOOLS NETWORK TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARD; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Amber Amerson is dedicated to her students and passionate about the many facets of art when combined produce various expressions of the performing and visual arts. Ms. Amerson has been employed with Duval County Schools for 17 years and is a nationally recognized teacher, director, writer, actor, arts advocate, and community leader for Duval County Schools and the City of Jacksonville. She teaches acting, directing, and musical theater, and has directed over 40 musicals, dramas, comedies, and readers’ theater. Ms. Amerson has created numerous outreach programs for Duval County School students, and produces LaVilla Mime, Improvisation, and Children’s Theatre troupes; and 
WHEREAS, Ms. Amerson is committed to helping all students and has initiated ongoing public awareness campaign efforts against bullying. She is credited for a commercial, “Silence is a Bully’s Best Friend” that pinpoints the perils of peer bullying. Additionally, Ms. Amerson wrote, directed and produced a nationally recognized one-act play, “A Step in the Right Direction,” also about bullying. At a national teachers’ forum, Amerson presented the concept of her play and a manual that was developed to aid and encourage teachers throughout the country to produce the play; and  
WHEREAS, Ms. Amerson is in the top seven percent of Highly Effective teachers in Duval County and has served numerous leadership roles within her school and the City. Her most recent accomplishment includes being honored by the Arts Schools Network, the nation’s largest professional membership organization of specialized arts schools. ASN announced the 2015 awards and exemplary schools in May which included the ASN Teacher of the Year, Amber Amerson. The award winners will be recognized in October at ASN’s 2015 National Conference in Seattle, WA; and
WHEREAS, Ms. Amerson has acquired various honors and awards this year proving that she strives for excellence to ensure that her students reach even further to embrace the meaning and impact of the arts. She received the Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville Art Educator Award in March 2015. This award is given to a teacher professional or volunteer at a public or private institution instructing students at any age/grade level who brings art and culture of any discipline to students in an exemplary way. Ms. Amerson’s work in theatre education at LaVilla School of the Arts and creation of new works of art that speak directly to young adults made it most befitting that she be recognized in this area; and


WHEREAS, the EVE awards are recognized as the premier regional awards, Ms. Amerson was fortunate to be a 2015 EVE Awards finalist in education for her significant impact within the community, in April 2015. In May, Ms. Amerson was selected Teacher of the Week by First Coast News. She continues to be dedicated and focused on emphasizing disciplines and expressions of the arts; now therefore 


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Amber Amerson for her outstanding dedication, talents, and achievements in giving her students an excellent arts education. We hereby encourage all citizens to applaud Ms. Amerson’s commitment in fostering the growth of the arts within our students.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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